Travelling Abroad With Your Motorcycle

	Documents to Bring
	Notes

	Ferry Booking Reference Number.
	Supplied by Middle Rhine Tours before your departure (Tickets are no longer issued).

	Driving Licence.
	Full UK with paper counterpart if a photo licence (An International Driving Permit is not necessary).

	Passport
	Non-EU citizens may also require a Visa.

	MOT Certificate.
	If your vehicle is more than 3 years old.

	Vehicle Registration Document V5.
	Also known as a ‘Logbook’.

	Vehicle Insurance Certificate.
	For more information see below.

	European Health Insurance Card (EHIC).
	For more information see below.

	Personal Travel Insurance.
	For more information see below.

	European Breakdown Insurance.
	For more information see below.


Also ensure your motorcycle has a current Road Tax and is otherwise road legal.

Please Note: Ensure all your documents are up to date and will cover you for the length of time you spend abroad. It is illegal in Germany not to carry your passport and your vehicle’s documents while riding.

Vehicle Insurance

In line with European Union directives your vehicle insurance will automatically cover you to the minimum requirement of third party only while in other EU countries (a green card is not necessary). If you want to maintain the same level of cover you have in the UK you will need to contact your insurance company or broker before your departure. Your insurance company will normally make a small charge to extend your existing cover to other EU countries.

European Health Insurance Card (EHIC)

In order to receive health care treatment in Germany, or any other EU country, you will need a European Health Insurance Card. As from 1st January 2006 this card replaced the E111 and entitles the holder to state-medical treatment for injuries and illnesses. It may not cover all the services you might expect in the UK, so we recommend you also take out a suitable Personal Travel Insurance.

For more information about the European Health Insurance Card and to apply online, go to www.ehic.org.uk. You can also apply by calling 0845 606 2030 or by picking up a form at your local Post Office. There is no charge.

Personal Travel Insurance & European Breakdown Insurance

You can visit www.vehicle-rescue.com/motorcycle.php for suitable Personal Travel Insurance and European Breakdown Insurance.

Please Note: It is unlikely that your Motorcycle Insurance, European Breakdown Insurance and Personal Travel Insurance will cover you to ride the Nϋrburgring-Nordschleife (check before your departure).

Riding in Germany

Crash Helmets

The wearing of crash helmets is obligatory for both rider and pillion.

Riding on the right

Ride on the right-hand side of the road.

If you don’t have a rear-view mirror on the left-hand side of your motorcycle we recommend you have one fitted to aid in riding on the right. To ride the Nürburgring-Nordschleife you must have mirrors on both sides of your motorcycle.

Roundabouts

Negotiate roundabouts in an anti-clockwise direction.

Kilometres

Speed limits are shown in kilometres per hour (kph) and distances on road signs are shown in kilometres.

1 mile = 1.609 kilometres (1 kilometre = 0.622 miles).

GB Stickers

A suitable GB sticker must be displayed at the rear of your motorcycle. Since 2001 if you have a number plate displaying the blue GB euro-symbol a conventional sticker is no longer necessary.

Lights and Additional Equipment

Headlight deflectors or readjustment is not necessary for most motorcycles. If in doubt ask your local MOT station to check your headlight beam pattern.

Riding with dipped headlights is compulsory at all times.

We recommend that you also carry a spare set of bulbs and fuses, a basic tool kit, a puncture repair kit, chain lube (if applicable) and a spare set of keys.

Drinking and Riding

Drink drive limits are lower in Germany than the UK. The legal limit In Germany is 50 mg of alcohol in 100 ml of blood (The UK’s legal limit is 80 mg of alcohol in 100 ml of blood). The safest policy is not to drink alcohol if you intend to ride.

	General Guide to National Speed Limits

	Autobahns (Motorways)
	None, unless signposted. Even on de-restricted sections of autobahn there is a recommended speed limit of 130 kph / 81 mph. Contrary to popular belief most German autobahns do have speed limits.

	Outside built-up areas
	100 kph / 62 mph.

	Built-up areas
	50 kph / 31 mph.

	Residential areas
	20-30 kph / 12-19 mph.


Riding in Residential Areas

On many residential roads traffic approaching from the right has priority. Be prepared to give way to other vehicles approaching from the right, unless road signs indicate otherwise (see below). This system might appear strange to visitors from the UK, but the speed limit in these areas is low anyway, so it doesn’t normally cause a problem.
Road Traffic Signs

Most road signs and signals are the same or similar to those used in the UK. Below are some examples that are not used in the UK or may require further explanation.  
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Penalties for not complying with road traffic laws in Germany can vary depending on the offence. On the spot fines are common for speeding. For more serious offences you may be banned from riding in Germany or even face imprisonment.

Please Note: Radar detection devices are illegal in Germany.

Petrol

Unleaded petrol in 95 octane (Super) and 98 octane (Super Plus) is freely available. The octane number is usually marked on petrol pumps.

Leaded petrol is no longer available, but most filling stations have petrol additives for vehicles designed to run on leaded fuel only.

Petrol prices in Germany are similar to those in the UK.

Please note: It’s illegal to run out of petrol on an autobahn.

Emergency Services

To contact the German emergency services phone 110 (police) or 112 (ambulance).







Priority road:  You have right-of-way at an intersection or junction.




















Priority road:  The priority road follows the path shown by the thick black line. With this example you have right-of-way when turning left, other traffic must give way.




















Give way to priority road:  The priority road follows the path shown by the thick black line. With this example you must give way to traffic coming from the left or from straight ahead.














Traffic lights:  Traffic light signals are much the same as the UK. One exception is the example shown here. The green light means you can proceed, but if accompanied by a flashing yellow light, pedestrians may also be crossing the road. Proceed with caution and give way to any pedestrians if necessary.














One-way-street (Einbahnstraße): Traffic must travel in the direction of the arrow.











Motorway interchange or crossing (Kruez)

















Motorway count down markers:  Located 300, 200 and 100 metres from a motorway exit. The junction number for the exit is usually displayed above the 300 metre marker (junction number 62 in this example).














Exit (Ausfahrt):  Indicates an exit from a motorway or dual carriageway.














Diversion (Umleitung):  Travel in the direction of the arrow.














Stop and give way to priority road:  Same as give way to priority road but you must come to a complete stop first.




















End of speed limit:  But the national speed limit for the class of road still applies.











End of all speed restrictions:  But the national speed limit for the class of road still applies. If shown on an autobahn then no speed limit is in force (until a new speed limit is shown). 


There’s a recommended speed limit of 130 kph (81 mph) even on de-restricted sections of autobahn. If it’s considered you are riding at excessive speed for the traffic and road conditions you can still be stopped and fined.











